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BATTLES OF TRAFALGAR
End at Trafalgar Square, home of
many riots and revolts over the years. It
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DEMONSTRATION ALLEY
Walk along Brixton Road and turn up
Kennington Road, at the end of which
lies the Imperial War Museum – its grounds
once marked the boundary of St George’s
Fields, the site of several demonstrations,
including an uprising in support of imprisoned
radical MP John Wilkes in 1768, at which the
army killed seven protesters. We’re not going
that far, though. Instead, turn left down Black
Prince Road. On this road is the Beaufoy
Instititute, a school founded by reforming
MP Mark Beaufoy. Also look out for the
extraordinary terracotta relief on the corner of
Lambeth High Street – the site of the Doulton
pottery factory – one of the most striking
sights in London.
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(left); Imperial War
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while a statue pays tribute to
suffragette Emmeline Pankhurst.
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KENNINGTON PARK
This was formerly Kennington
Common, the starting point of many a
protest march and site of a key meeting in 1848
of the Chartists, the working-class electoralreform movement. Despite fears that the 50,000
Chartists would spark a revolution, the event
passed comparatively peacefully. Previously,
the land was an execution site – the remains of a
gibbet have been found at St Mark’s church
near the station and captured Jacobites from the
1745 rebellion were hanged here.
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Whitehall

This stroll from Kennington to
Trafalgar Square is an excellent
demonstration of one city’s
riotous spirit,says Peter Watts
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Time 1 hour
Start Oval station
Finish Trafalgar
Square
Miles 2.4
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EAT AND DRINK HERE Garden Cafe Museum of Garden History, Lambeth Palace Road SE1 (020 7401 8865).
Open Tue-Sat 10.30am-4.45pm. Cafe Madeira 46a-46b Albert Embankment, Vauxhall SE1 (020 7820 1117).
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TRICIA DE COURCY LING

Riots and radicals ramble

